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Decision Memo 

DMR Flow Trail 

USDA Forest Service 
Columbine Ranger District, San Juan National Forest 

San Juan County, Colorado 

T39N, R9W, sections 23 

Background and Need for Project 

DMR would like to build a mountain bike flow trail. Flow trails take mountain bikers on a 
terrain-induced roller coaster experience, with little pedaling and braking necessary. This style of 
trail typically contains features like banked turns, rolling terrain, various types of jumps, and 
consistent and predictable surfaces. Flow trails ususally do not have abrupt comers or unforeseen 
obstacles. As a rider carves back and forth, and up and down, he or she develops a rhythm and 
flows down the trail. 
This trail would be lift served from the top of Lift 4 (Twilight Lift). The trail cooridor will be 
cleared of all trees using chainsaws. Once the trees have been removed the trail tread will be 
built 48 to 60 inches wide with a motorized trail machine such as a Ditch witch. The location 
DMR would like to build the flow trail is partly located in one of the proposed new ski trails that 
was approved for clear cutting in the 2008 EIS and resulting permit. 

DMR requested to build this flow trail in the fall of2013 to add another niche of gravity biking 
opportunities to their summer/fall operations. This trail would also add another opportunity for 
gravity biking to the great southwest Colorado area. DMR will build, monitor, and maintain the 
trail as part of their annual operations. 

Decision 

I have decided to authorize the following activities on Forest lands; 

Allow DMR to build and maintain a 1.7 mile downhill flow trail, which would start at the top of 
lift 4 and end on private land in the base area ofDMR. The final trail specifications would be a 
trail that is ten feet wide with a total length of 1.7 miles. The trail would include banked turns, 
rollers, and raised boardwalk surfaces. 

Construction activities may take up to four months, starting in late summer 2014 and may be 
completed in the summer of2015 . 
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The construction of the trail will be completed with a combination of hand tools and possibly a 

small piece of motorized equipment such as a Ditch Witch skid steer or a Sweco trail dozer. 

A staging area adjacent to the top and midway loading stations oflift 4 (Twilight Lift) would be 

utilized to stockpile aggregate or geotextile or other materials. 

These actions are categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental impact 
statement or an environmental assessment because they fall under FSH1909.15, category 32.2(3) 
"Approval, modification, or continuation of minor special uses of NFS lands that require less than 

five contiguous acres of/and. 36 CFR 220.6(e) (3) 

The categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraordinary 
circumstances related to the proposed action on Forest or the connected action on private land 
potentially having effects that may significantly affect the environment. I considered the 
following resource conditions: 

(a) Threatened, endangered, or proposed, species or their critical habitat or Forest 
Service sensitive species: Biological evaluations were conducted for flora and fauna 
to determine impacts from the project. It was determined that the Canada lynx was 
the only threatened, endangered or proposed species that might be impacted by the 
proposed action. A biological assessment (BA) determined the proposed action "may 
affect but is not likely to adversely affect" lynx or lynx habitat. The BA determined 
the project would have "no effect" on all other federally listed or proposed species. A 
biological evaluation (BE) for sensitive species determined the proposed action would 
have "no impact" on 29 sensitive species. For the remaining five sensitive species, the 
BE determined the proposed action "may adversely impact individuals but is not 
likely to result in a loss of viability on the planning area, nor cause a trend to federal 
listing or a loss of species viability range wide". 

(b) Floodplains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds: There are no floodplains or 
wetlands in the project area; therefore there will be no impacts. 

(c) Congressionally designated areas, such as wilderness, wilderness study areas, or 
National Recreation Areas. The project does not fall within any of these areas; 
therefore they will not be impacted. 

(d) Inventoried roadless areas: The project does not fall within a roadless area; 
therefore they will not be impacted. 

(e) Research Natural Areas: The project does not fall within an RNA; therefore they 
will not be impacted. 

(f) American Indian and Alaska Native religious or cultural sites: There are no 
known religious or traditional cultural sites near the project areas. 

2 



DMR Firm Trail /J \-1 

(g) Archeological sites, or historic properties or areas: Project sites have been 
inventoried and there will be no impact to sites eligible for National Register. A SHPO 
concurrence letter is dated June 6, 2014. 

Public Involvement 
This proposal has been listed on the Schedule of Proposed Actions beginning in June 2014. 
Coordination has occurred with the Durango Mountain Resort and Trails 2000. Durango 
Mountain Resort will be implementing the project. Durango Mountain Resort and Trails 2000 
maybe a cooperating partners during some of the layout and or construction. 

Findings Required by Other Laws 
This decision is consistent with the San Juan National Forest Plan (12013 as required by the 
National Forest Management Act. Specialist clearances ensure that the project is consistent with 
the Endangered Species Act, and the National Historic Preservation Act. Protecting public safety 
is consistent with all management areas and emphasis areas in this plan. 

Implementation Date 
This project is scheduled to be implemented in the late summer of2014. 

Administrative Review or Appeal Opportunities 
This decision is not subject to administrative appeal or objection processes pursuant to the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act of2014 and the Agricultural Act of2014. 

Contact Person 
For additional information concerning this project, contact Jed Botsford, Recreation Staff 
Officer, Columbine Ranger District, 367 Pearl Street, Bayfield, CO, 81122, 970-884-1436. 

Matt Janowiak 
Columbine District Ranger 
Columbine Ranger District 
San Juan National Forest 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin , age, disability, and where applicable, sex, 
marital status, familial status, parental status, rel igion, sexual orientation, genetic information, 
political beliefs, reprisal , or because all or part of an individual 's income is derived from any 
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 
and TDD). To file a complaint of discriminatiol):. write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington , DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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DURANGO MOUNTAIN RESORT 
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